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SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME CODE NM PG# 

Acroptilon repens  Russian knapweed ACRE3 X 2 

Aegilops cylindrica Jointed goatgrass AECY X 2 

Alhagi maurorum Camelthorn ALMA12 X 3 

Asphodelus fistulosus Onionweed ASFI2 X 3 

Cardaria draba Hoarycress CADR X 4 

Carduus nutans Musk thistle CANU4 X 4 

Centaurea biebersteinii Spotted knapweed CEBI2 X 5 

Centaurea calcitrapa Purple starthistle CECA2 X 5 

Centaurea diffusa Diffuse knapweed CEDI3 X 6 

Centaurea melitensis Malta starthistle CEME2 X 6 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow starthistle CESO3 X 7 

Cirsium arvense Canada thistle CIAR4 X 7 

Cirsium vulgare Bull thistle CIVU X 8 

Convolvulus arvensis Field bindweed COAR4 X 8 

Conium maculatum Poison hemlock COMA2 X 9 

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel DIFU2 X 10 

Drymaria arenarioides Alfombrilla DRAR7 X 10 

Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive ELAN X 11 

Euphorbia esula Leafy spurge EUES X 11 

Halogeton glomeratus Halogeton HAGL X 12 

Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla HYVE3 X 12 

Hyoscyamus niger Black henbane HYNI X 13 

Isatis tinctoria Dyers woad ISTI X 13 

Lepidium latifolium  Pepperweed LELA2 X 14 

Linaria dalmatica Dalmation toadflax LIDA X 14 

Linaria vulgaris Butter and eggs LIVU2 X 15 

Lythrum salicaria Purple loostrife LYSA2 X 15 

Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian watermilfoil MYSP2 X 16 

Onopordum acanthium Scotch thistle ONAC X 16 

Peganum harmala African rue PEHA X 17 

Tamarix aphylla Athel saltceder TAAP X 17 

Tamarix parviflora Smallflower tamarisk TAPA4 X 18 

Tamarix ramosissima Saltceder TARA  X 18 

Tamarix ssp. Tamarisk TAMAR2 X 19 

Ulmus pumila Siberian Elm ULPU X 19 

 

NOTE: These weeds either occur in the States listed or are on the States watchlist of noxious weeds. If a state isn’t listed for a weed it 
niether occurs in the state or is on the States watchlist. 
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ACRE3   Acroptilon repens  Russian knapweed 

Perennial that forms dense colonies of shoots from widely spreading 
black roots. Stems are erect and openly branched 18 to 36 inches tall. 

Lower leaves, deeply lobed 2 to 4 inches long. Upper leaves entire or 

serrated, narrow to a sessile base. Flowering heads cone shaped ¼ to ½ 
diameter & solitary at the tip of leafy branchlets. 

AECY   Aegilops cylindrica  Jointed goatgrass 

A winter annual 15 to 30 inches tall w/ 1 to many erect stems. Leaves are 
alternate, simple w/ auricles at the base & a leaf blade w/ hairs. The spike is 

cylindrical and contains 2 to 12 spikelets that fit into the contour of the rachis. 

Glumes serveral ribbed with a keel on 1 side extending into a single awn. At 
maturity spikelets separate w/ a segment of the rachis still attached. 
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ALMA12   Alhagi maurorum  Camelthorn 
A spiny, intricately branched perrennial shrub 1 ½ to 4 ft tall. Greenish stems are striate, glabrous, w/ slender spines ¼ to 1 ¾ inches long. ¼ 

to 1 ¼ inch long alternate, wedge shaped leaves are hairless on the upperside and hairy on the underside. Flowers are small & pea like 

occuring on spine tipped branches along upper surface. 

 

ASFI2   Asphodelphus fistulosus  Onionweed 

Annual or short lived perennial; root crowns thickened w/ many fibrous roots. Blades cylindrical or slightly flattened, 

hollow, glabrous except on margins.  
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CANU4   Carduus nutans  Musk thistle 
Biennial or sometimes winter annual up to 6ft tall. 

Leaves dark green w/ light green mid rib, deeply 

lobed & spiny margined. Leaves extend onto stem 
giving it a winged appearance. Flowerheads are 1 ½ 

to 3 inches in dia, & usually bent over.  

 

CADR   Cardaria draba  Hoary cress 

Deep rooted perennial up to 2 ft tall. Leaves are blue green in color and lance 
shaped. Lower leaves are stalked; upper leaves have 2 lobes clasping stem. Many 

white flowers w/ 4 petals give it a flat topped appearance. Heart shaped seed capules 

contain 2 seeds separated by a narrow partition. 
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CEBI2   Centaurea biebersteinii  Spotted knapweed 

Biennial or short lived perennial w/ stout taproot. One or more 
stems, branched 1 to 3 ft tall. Basal leaves up to 6 inches long, 

narrowly elliptic to oblanceolate, entire to pinnately parted; 

main stem leaves pinnately divided. Solitary flowerheads at 
end of branches, involucral bracts stiff & tipped w/ a dark 

comblike fringe. 

 

CECA2   Centaurea calcitrapa  Purple starthistle 

Annual or perennial; stems and leaves covered w/ fine hairs, leaves 

divided into narrow linear segments. Bracts of purple flowers have straw-

colored spinelike projections over 1 inch in length. 
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CEDI3   Centaurea diffusa  Diffuse knapweed 

Diffusely branched annual or short lived 
perennial, 1 to 2 ft tall, stems rough to touch. 

Leaves are pinnately divided;Flowering heads 

are numerous & narrow; white to rose, bracts 
are divided like the teeth of a comb and tipped 

w/ a definite slender spine. 

CEME2   Centaurea melitensis  Malta starthistle 
Annual 2 to 3 ft tall w/ rigid branching, winged stems covered w/ a cottony 

pubescence. Basal leaves deeply lobed while upper leaves entire and sharply 

pointed. Flowers yellow & located singly or on ends of branches & armed w/ 
sharp straw colored spines. 
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CIAR4   Cirsium arvense  Canada thistle 
A colony forming perennial from deep & extensive horizontal roots. Stems 1 to 4 

ft tall, ridged, branching above. Leaves alternate & lacking petioles, divided into 

spiny tipped irregular lobes. Flowers are unisexual and bracts are spineless.  

 

CESO3   Centaurea solstitialis  Yellow starthistle 

Annual 2 to 3 ft tall w/ rigid branching, winged stems covered w/ a 
cottony pubescence. Basal leaves deeply lobed while upper leaves 

entire and sharply pointed. Flowers yellow & located singly or on 

ends of branches & armed w/ sharp straw colored spines. The spines 
are up to 3/4inch 
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CIVU   Circium vulgare  Bull thistle 

Biennial w/ short, fleshy taproot. Stem 2 to 5 ft tall, bearing many spreading branches. Green to 
brownish & sparsely hairy, spiny winged Leaves in 1st yr form a rosette, stem leaves are pinnately 

lobed, hairy and prickly on upper side and cottony on underside Flowers are 1 ½ to 2 inches wide 

more or less clustered at ends of branches. Bracts are spine tipped. Flowers are dark purple. CIVU 
can be seperated from CIAR4 by leaf alone. CIVU is hairy above and cottony below while 

CIAR4 is glabrous above and glabrous or hairy below. 

 

COAR4   Convolvulus arvensis  Field bindweed 

Perennial w/ extensive root system, often climbing or forming dense tangled mats. Stems are prostrate. Leaves alternate,more 

or less arrow shaped. Flowers are bell or trumpet shaped, white or pinkish. 
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COMA2   Conium maculatum  Poison hemlock 
Biennial that grows 6 to 8 ft tall. Stems are erect,stout & 

purple spotted w/ distinct ridges & extensively branched. 

Leaves are shiny green and pinnately divided 3 or 4 times & 
leaflets are segmented. Foliage has strong musty odor. All 

parts of plant are poisonous even large white taproot. 

Mistaken by some for parsley. 
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DIFU2 Dipsacus fullonum Teasel 

Biennial, w/ long taproot. Large, 

oblong, opposite, sessile leaves have 
prickles on lower midrib and along 

stem.  

DRAR7 Drymaria arenarioides Alfombrilla 
No information can be found other than this 

picture of the seed pod. 
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EUES   Euphorbia esula  Leafy spurge 

Perennial up to 3 ft tall. Leaves alternate, narrow, 1 to 4 inches long. Thickly clustered stems. 
Small yellowish green flowers in clusters and surrounded by a pair of yellow heart shaped 

bracts. Roots brown w/ numerous pink buds. Entire plant contains milky juice  

 

ELAN Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive 
A small, usually thorny, deciduous tree or large 

shrub w/ silvery foliage, small fragrant yellow 

flowers, olive-like fruit. Widely planted in North 
America as both a windbreak and an ornamental. 

As a tree, it typically grows 12-20’ tall. Branches 

and trunk are covered with exfoliating brown bark. 
Narrow, willow-like leaves (to 2” long) are dark 

green above and silvery beneath.  
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HAGL   Halogeton glomeratus  Halogeton 
Annual ranging in ht from a few inches to over 18inches. Stems branch from base, spreading at first then becoming 

erect. Plant starts as blue green then turns red to yellow at end of season. Leaves are small, fleshy, & nearly tubular. 

Can be distinguished from russian thistle in early stage by leaf shape & minute cottony hairs in the leaf axils. 

 

HYVE3 Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla 

Submersed, freshwater aquatic plant. Rhizomes and stolons root in substrate of ponds, lakes, canals and slow moving rivers. 

Dentate leaves are sessile & in whorls of 3 to 8 at nodes on stem. Occurs in still or slow moving water.  
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HYNI   Hyoscyamus niger  Black henbane 

Annual or biennial 1 – 3ft tall. Leaves are coarsely toothed to shallowly lobed & 
pubescent. Foliage has foul odor. Considered poisonous to humans. Flowers brownish 

yellow w/ purple center. Pineapple shaped fruits1inch long filled w/ black seeds. 

ISTI   Isatis tinctoria  Dyer’s woad 

Winter annual, biennial or short-lived perennial, 12 to 48 inches tall. Leaves are alternate, simple, bluish-green w/ a whitish 

nerve on the upper surface. Flat-topped inflorescence, w/ yellow petals. Fruit is a black to brown, indehiscent, pod w/ a 
single seed. 
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LELA2   Lepidium latifolium  Perennial pepperweed 

Perennial, 1 –3ft tall. Leaves lance-shaped, bright green to 

grey green, entire to toothed. Inflorescencea raceme w/ 
white flowers in dense clusters near ends of branches. Seed 

capsules rounded, flattened & slightly hairy w/ 2 seeds 

inside. 

 

LIDA   Linaria dalmatica  Dalmatian toadflax 

A stout, ascending to erect perennial that branches above ground and grows 1 to 4ft tall. Alternate, thick, ovate 
or lance-ovate, sharp pointed, stalkless & clasping leaves have a bluish waxy coating. Flowers in elongate 

clusters on branches are short stalked or almost stalkless. They are bright yellow w/ a well developed spur & a 

bearded, orange throat. 



 15 

 

 

               

 

LIVU2   Linaria vulgaris  Yellow toadflax 
Perennial 1-2 ft tall. Leaves pale green, 

numerous & pointed at both ends. Flowers 1 

inch long w/ a bearded, orange throat. Fruit is 
round, brown, 2-celled, w/ many seeds. Also 

known as Butter and Eggs. 

 

LYSA2   Lythrum salicaria  Purple loosestrife 

A rhizomatous perennial w/ erect stems, often growing 6 to 8ft tall, usually associated w/ moist or 
marshy sites. Leaves simple, entire, and opposite or whorled. Rose-purple flowers w/ 5 to 7 petals are 

arranged in long vertical racemes. 
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ONAC   Onopordum acanthium  Scotch thistle 
Biennial up to 12ft tall. Stems have broad, spiny 

wings. Leaves are large, spiny, & covered w/ fine 

dense hairs, giving it a grey appearance. Upper 
leaves alternate, coarsely lobed. Numerous 

flowerheads, 1 to 2 inches in diameter, bracts spine 

tipped. 

 

MYSP2 Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian watermilfoil 

Aquatic, Mostly evergreen perennial; overwinters by 

root crown, aerial wind -pollinated flowers, spread by 
runners and autofragments. Rooted submersed in water 1 

to 15 ft. deep.  
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PEHA   Peganum harmala  African rue 
A much-branched perennial herb. Alternate leaves are smooth, & finely 

& deeply cut or divided w/ long, narrow segments. Flowers are white w/ 
5 petals. Fruit is a 2 to 4-celled capsule w/ many seeds. 

 

 

TAAP Tamarix aphylla Athel tamarix 

A five petaled flower on an evergreen saltcedar. 
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TAPA4 Tamarix parviflora Saltcedar 

Deciduous tree with 4 part flowers. 

Flower bracts are longer than the 
pedicle and more or less translucent. 

 

 

TARA Tamarix ramosissima Saltcedar 

Deciduous tree with 5 part flowers. Flower bracts 

are also longer than the pedicel but not translucent. 



 19 

 

      
 

 
 

  
 

TAMAR2   Tamarix spp. Tamarix 

Mostly deciduous shrubs or trees forming dense thickets. 

They are characterized by sleder branches & gray-green 
foliage. The bark of young branches is smooth & reddish-

brown becoming brownish-purple, ridged & furrowed w/ age. 

Leaves are scale-like & often encrusted w/ salt secretions. 
Large #’s of pink to white flowers appear in dense masses of 

2-inch long spikes at branch tips. 

ULPU   Ulmus pumila  Siberian elm 

Tree w/ greyish or brown, rough & furrowed bark. Leaves are dark green 

w/ toothed margins, asymetrical at the base, & narrowly elliptical. Fruit is 
notched, round, flat & wafer-like. They grow in clusters on the branches. 

 


